PROTECT OUR WINTERS

October 14th, 2015

Shaun McGrath

Regional Administrator - Region 8
Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop St

Denver, CO 80202

Dear Mr. McGrath,

We go into the wilderness to get away from it all, get some exercise, explore somewhere
new, and get renewal and fresh air. Unfortunately, emissions from the Hunter and
Huntington coal-fired power plants in Utah put both the fresh air and Utah’s $12 billion
dollar outdoor sports economy at risk. That is why Protect Our Winters and the outdoor
sports industry are writing to ask that the Environmental Protection Agency put our
families, our health, and our economy first by guaranteeing the same fair and equal
protection from coal pollution that it has in other states. Requiring the Hunter and
Huntington coal-fired power plants to install modern, achievable pollution controls to
reduce dangerous haze-causing emissions is necessary for the health of our national parks,
Utah communities and families, and the local economy.

Utah is celebrated for its iconic national parks and world-class recreational areas. Arches,
Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, Bryce, and Zion national parks are an economic engine for the
state and integral to its heritage and cultural identity. In 2014, more than 10 million visitors
from around the world visited Utah’s national parks and added $730 million dollars to
Utah’s economy. Utah’s tourism industry supports about 132,000 jobs, or about one out of
every ten jobs in the state.

Locally, outdoor retailers and brands, recreational companies, and other small businesses
depend on these national parks. In places like Moab, families rely on Utah’s national parks
to put food on the table, to help cover college costs, and to support the way of life that
Utahns have long enjoyed.

Second to our national parks and recreation-based economy, Utah is, unfortunately, also
known for its poor air quality. Clean air and clear skies matter when visitors, businesses,
and residents make choices about which state to visit or do business in. The Hunter and
Huntington coal-fired power plants are responsible for 40% of our state’s dangerous haze-
causing nitrogen oxide pollution from the electricity sector.



According to the Clean Air Task Force, pollution from the plants directly contributes to 11
premature deaths and 233 asthma attacks every year. Equally concerning is that dangerous
emissions from the Hunter and Huntington coal-fired plants create problems for other
states in the area, with pollutants from these coal-fired power plants reaching as far north
as Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming, as far south as the Grand Canyon, and east to
Rocky Mountain National Park. This level of pollution is unacceptable, and the state’s
current regional haze proposal would allow these plants to continue dumping dangerous
levels of pollution into our air — threatening our health, our skies, and majestic wild

places across the West.

Utahns and their surrounding neighbors deserve the same protections from coal pollution
that other states have. It’s time for the Environmental Protection Agency to protect clean
air and public lands in Utah by requiring Rocky Mountain Power’s Hunter and Huntington
coal-fired power plants to reduce dangerous haze-causing pollution by installing modern,
achievable pollution controls. By guaranteeing strong and equal protection from coal
pollution, EPA can ensure the sanctity of these majestic places and support the ever-
important outdoor recreation industry and local businesses that rely on Class 1 areas

threatened by coal pollution.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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